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The chapters on Finance, Industry and Labor are particularly 
good as are those on Geography and Education. Under "Labor" 
(contributed by the editor) we have some interesting comments 
on the development of trade union activity. He points out that 
in certain industries such development has been retarded by rapidly 
increasing migration from Eastern and Southern Europe, but 
nevertheless "with capital and labor more willing to enter into 
joint agreements in the interest of industrial peace and social well 
being, with an enhghtened trade union policy in the hands of able, 
conservative leaders, Providence wage earners may look forward 
with confidence to an uninterrupted advance in their economic 
and social standards." 

The proportions of the book are good, although if one is especially 
interested in any one phase, he naturally wants further data and 
the book is bare of footnotes, authorities or bibliography. Under 
the necessities of the case there has been some overlapping, but 
not sufficient to interfere with the enjoyment of reading the book 
as a whole. 

Clinton Rogeks Woodruff. 

Philadelphia. 



Housing Reform. By Lawrence Veiller. (New York: Russell 
Sage Foundation, 1910. Pp. ix, 213. $1.25.) 

Mr. Veiller's little hand book on housing reform is an excellent 
popular presentation of a knotty and difficult subject. The author 
has given the public in concise and readable form a suggestive 
theory of housing reform. No one could bring to this task longer 
practical experience or more intimate acquaintance with the prob- 
lems involved. Mr. Veiller has been successively Secretary of the 
Tenement House Committeee of the New York Charity Organiza- 
tion Society, Secretary of the New York State Tenement House 
Commission of 1900, which drafted the present law, First Deputy 
Tenement Commissioner of the City of New York, and is now 
Director of the Department for the Improvement of Social Con- 
ditions of the New York Charity Organization Society, Secretary 
and Director of the National Housing Association. 

In the first few chapters the author deals with the problems of 
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housing. He touches briefly on the evils of bad housing, congestion 
and overcrowding. The major portion of the work is given over to 
a constructive program of housing reform. This program includes 
the method of starting a movement for housing reform, the housing 
investigation, the principles and contents of a model housing law, 
and how to secure it, and finally a consideration of the field of 
private initiative. 

The book is in many respects excellent in thought and presenta- 
tion. It is not as comprehensive as its title would indicate, but is 
essentially the author's theory of housing reform and is limited 
largely to his experience in New York City. This gives the book 
conciseness and practicality, but does not add to its breadth of 
conception or treatment. The reviewer finds no consideration of 
work in foreign countries or the experience of American cities aside 
from the City of New York; no mention is made of improved or 
desirable types of house construction; a subject so important in 
a program of housing reform as city planning is entirely omitted; 
nor is there any bibliography appended for the use of the student 
who would make a complete study of the question. Since the author 
has so closely followed the experience of New York City, it is to 
be regretted that he has neglected to mention some serious defects 
in the New York Tenement Law, for example the unvarying treat- 
ment of the housing problem in all parts of the city. 

The author frequently exhibits a tendency to dogmatic general- 
ization of questionable validity. In the early chapters the discus- 
sions dealing with general and theoretical problems such as con- 
gestion, municipal housing and model tenements are quite inade- 
quate. For example, after an excellent discussion for an entire 
chapter on the principles of making a schedule for a housing investi- 
gation, the author states, "No portion of a housing investigation 
presents more difficulties than the formulation of the report," 
and he then devotes a short paragraph to its consideration. 

The latter half of the work, though dogmatic, is on the whole 
an admirable consideration of many practical difficulties that con- 
front the reformer. These practical chapters are especially useful 
to the public spirited citizen interested in housing reform. 

On the whole the volume is suggestive rather than comprehensive, 
it is interesting rather than instructive. 

E. E. Pkatt. 

New York City. 



